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any money value. And it can be said, to the credit of both.
services, whose officers have performed this duty under the
Lighthouse Board for quite sixty years, that there has heen no
instance known to the writer of any abuse of this high confi-
dence. The service traditions of honor would impel a merciless
pursuit of any one who was tainted by any stain of dishonor
in handling his expenditures of public money. To the honor
of the Army and the Navy there have been no delinquents in
all these years in this service!

So far as the personnel employed under the lighthouse estab-
lishment is concerned, a perfect system of civil service prevailed
long before the civil-service law was passed. No efficient per-
son in its service is ever displaced for political reasons, except
he should become an offensive partisan. Once appointed, the
employee retains his place and is promoted as his efficiency
grows in the performance of his duties. The regulations of
the board require attention to duty and competent care of its
lights, machinery and property from all of its employees. Any
neglect at light stations, or any reported irregularities, are care-
fully inquired into before action is ever taken. If any light
on the coast is reported to be out during the hours when it
should be lighted, the keeper must explain the reason. The only
excuse ever accepted under such circumstances must lie in the
fact of a breakdown of the apparatus or the machinery beyond
the keeper's ability to repair.

The service has always been in such a condition of efficiency
that the nautical world relies confidently upon these aids in
navigating the coast of the United States on dark nights or in
tempestuous weather, to reach the different ports safely with
valuable cargoes and lives.

During the service of the writer for the past forty years
he has never hesitated to approach our coast at any time, or in
any weather, so certain did he feel that the men at the stations
were on the lookout at these beacons of safety. In all that
time he never found a light that was not burning brightly at
any hour of the night.

After a pleasant term of duty for three years as inspector
of the Third Lighthouse District, the time came to relinquish
this post for duty in another field, and with it came a pleasingill always be
